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Holy Week Evening Prayer 6 April 2020 

 

Officiant: In the name of God, the holy undivided relational Trinity. 

All: Amen  

Officiant: God of love we gather here with gratitude, in an attitude of worship.  

God of creation breathe on us and renew our weary souls as the evening shadows 

gather.  

God of all life come and meet with us, speak through your word and sustain us as we 

seek your face. 

God of all grace help us to put aside all that distracts us. 

Things that clutter and consume,  

All: We lay them down. 

Officiant: Attitudes that separate and divide, 

All: We lay them down. 

Officiant: Thoughts that confuse and disrupt, 

All: We lay them down. 

 

Officiant: Let our prayers rise like incense, and may your presence meet with us as 

we worship this holy night. 

All: Let us worship now and follow where God’s Spirit leads 

Officiant: O God, open our lips  

All: Let our mouths proclaim your praise, let our thoughts be acceptable and let our 

actions be pleasing to you. Help us surrender now to your peaceful presence. 

 

Canticle: The Keeper of Israel. Psalm 121: A Song of Ascents. 

I will lift up my eyes to the hills of Jerusalem 

from where shall my help come? 

My help comes from Creator God 

who made heaven and earth. 

God will not allow your foot to slip;  

God who keeps you will not slumber.  

Behold, God who keeps Israel 

will neither slumber briefly nor sleep soundly. 

God is your keeper;  

God is your shade on your right hand.  

The sun will not strike you by day,  

nor the moon by night.  

God will protect you from all evil;  

God will keep your life.  

God will guard you’re going out and your coming in,  

everything that you do from this time forth and forever. Amen. 
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Penitence  

Officiant: Our God is full of compassion and mercy: tonight, if you hear God’s voice, 

do not harden your heart. Let us confess our sins to God. 
Silence may be kept. 

All: God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you by 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

Absolution 

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins. 

Through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

Appointed Psalm 69:1-23 

 

The first Lesson is written in…Jeremiah 12:1-17 

After the Reading, the Reader says: Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, God’s 

people. 

All: O God purify our hearts and help us be doers of your word. Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle: A Song of the Wilderness (Isaiah 35:1-7,10) 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

It shall blossom abundantly,  

and rejoice with joy and singing. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord,  

the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weary hands,  

and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear!  

Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.” 

Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,  

and the ears of the deaf be unstopped. 

Then shall the lame leap like a deer,  

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness 
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and streams in the desert; 

The burning sand shall become a pool  

and the thirsty ground, springs of water. 

The ransomed of God shall return with singing,  

with everlasting joy upon their heads. 

Joy and gladness shall be theirs,  

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

The Second Lesson is written in…Mark 11:12-26 

After the Reading, the Reader says: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All: O God purify our hearts and help us be doers of your word. Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle A Song of Our Adoption (Ephesians 1:3-10) 

Blessed are you our Creator and Father/Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

for you have blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. 

Before the world was made, you chose us to be yours in Christ,  

that we should be holy and blameless before you. 

You destined us for adoption as your family through Jesus Christ, 

according to the good pleasure of your will, 

To the praise of your glorious grace,  

that you have freely given us in the Beloved. 

In you, we have freedom through the blood of Christ, 

the forgiveness of our sins, 

According to the riches of your grace  

which you have lavished upon us. 

You have made known to us, in all wisdom and insight,  

the mystery of your will, 

According to your good pleasure which you set forth in Christ,  

as a plan for the fullness of time, 

To gather together all things in Christ,  

things in heaven and things on earth. 

 

Non-Orthodox Christian Creed (Fresh Expressions UK Website) 

We believe in a God of Justice 

Compassion 

Mercy 

Hope 

And first, a God of Love 

Love personified 

 Incarnated. 
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The Lord’s Prayer (from the New Zealand Anglican Prayer book) 

Eternal Spirit 

Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all. 

Loving God, in whom is heaven. 

The hallowing of your name echoes through 

the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples 

of the earth! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your common wealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Open Prayer time: 

(See litany in the Anglican Prayer Book)  

Church  

Country/ World  

Leaders 

Education systems 

Economy and employment   

Environment 

Relationships and family 

Children and elderly 

The sick and the suffering especially those infected and affected by COVID-19 

Carers, healthcare workers and essential service providers 

The return of all who feel far from God  

 

Officiant: A prayer for our community (From Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations 

https://cac.org/category/daily-meditations/2020/)  

‘O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us.                              

May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all beings.              

Help us become a community that vulnerably shares each other’s burdens                

and the weight of glory.                                                                                               

Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world’… spoken and unspoken...             

‘Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking,                                            

we offer these prayers in all the holy names of God, Amen.’  
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Collect for Monday in Holy Week 

 

All: True and humble King hailed by the crowd as Messiah:  

Grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

That we may be found beside you on the way of the cross 

Which is the path of glory; 

For you live and reign in the unity of the holy Trinity, 

One God, in glory everlasting, Amen.   

      

 

Collect for the week  

 

All: We Thank God because this night; 

‘Victory is ours 

Goodness is stronger than evil; 

Love is stronger than hate; 

Light is stronger than darkness; 

Life is stronger than death; 

Victory is ours through God who loves us’, Amen. 

(Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu: ‘Victory is ours’ in ‘An African Prayer 

Book’). 

 

Officiant: Let us fade now into the dark of night.  

Let us make our way home 

knowing that our lives have been touched  

by the powerfully-good triune God. 

All: We are cleansed by the mercy of God, 

We are surrounded by the love of Christ, 

We are filled with the power of the Spirit. 

Our hearts have been heard and will forever more be held 

within the holy undivided relational Trinity. Amen.  

 

Officiant: May the God of all comfort grant us a quiet night. 

May the God of all hope fill us with joy  

May the God of peace which passes all understanding keep 

our hearts and minds secure in Christ Jesus.  

And may the blessing of God- Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of life                            

be upon you and those you love and pray for this night  

and remain with you always. 

All: Amen. 

 

See Archbishop Thabo Makgoba’s blessing to be prayed after evening prayer on this 

link:  

https://youtu.be/XaGWluAOWt0 

https://youtu.be/XaGWluAOWt0
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